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The Individual Deprivation Measure provides individual measurement of multidimensional poverty, across fifteen 
dimensions. It is designed to be sensitive to gender and to provide information for decision-making on poverty 
eradication policies and programs.

In 2018, a research team from the Australian National University undertook an Individual Deprivation Measure 
(IDM) study of multidimensional poverty in South Sulawesi in Indonesia.

The findings of the IDM study in Indonesia demonstrate that:

Following extensive consultation with stakeholders at both 
national and sub-national levels in Indonesia, two districts in 
South Sulawesi were selected for the IDM Indonesia Study: 
Pangkajene and Islands (Pangkep) and Jeneponto. A total of 
5,696 individuals from 2,186 households were interviewed. 
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IDM Country Study in Indonesia
Key Insights

This briefing paper provides an overview of the results from the IDM in the districts of Pangkep and Jeneponto.  
It then uses descriptive analysis to outline the nature of poverty for women and men looking at:

Different deprivations are experienced 
throughout the life course.

AGE

Women and men with disability 
experience acute deprivation.

DISABILITY STATUS

Geographic location reveals 
unequal experience of deprivation.

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

Total: 2815

1591 1224

JENEPONTO

1559 1322

Total: 2881

PANGKEP

Indonesia is among one of the countries which is relatively strong in the availability of data on poverty. The IDM 
Indonesia Country Study complements existing information to provide disaggregated data on how multidimensional 
poverty plays out in complex ways according to gender, age geographic location and region. The IDM study 
responded to policy makers and their priorities, which included disability. The Washington Group short set questions 
were used to identify people with disability. In Pangkep, the remote Islands - which are often excluded from household 
and other surveys - were included because of a lack of data available on multidimensional poverty. 

INDONESIA AND POVERTY DATA



Across the life course, women and men have different experiences of poverty. Across both districts, women and 
men in the youngest cohort were most likely to experience mental health issues, high levels of anxiety and worry, 
particularly about the possibility of eviction. While more young women than young men reported having concerns 
within their local communities, young women were far less likely than young men to feel able to raise those 
concerns or to think they would be taken seriously. 

In the middle age group, different sets of issues emerge, and marked gender patterns are prevalent across both 
districts. Time deprivation is acute in this age group, and women carry the greatest burden of unpaid work and 
working more hours (in both paid and unpaid work) overall. Women in the middle age cohort are more likely than 
any other age group to report being worried about running out of food. They are also more likely to restrict their 
own diets due to lack of money. Furthermore, a lack of access to sanitary products was more acute for women 
in the middle age cohort than the younger age cohort. In the Islands, almost 16 percent of women reported 
not using sanitary products during their most recent period. Here we see the intersection of gender, age and 
geographic location shaping experiences of multidimensional poverty.  

Our analysis indicates that people in the oldest age cohort, across both districts, are particularly vulnerable to 
deprivation, especially in regard to relationships and social participation. They were the least likely to attend 
community events. Older people also experienced deprivation in relation to health status, clothing and energy. 

MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY ACROSS THE LIFE COURSE

AGE 16 - 24

AGE 25 - 59

AGE 60 +

The results from Jeneponto, although based on small numbers, reveal that men and women with 
disability are more deeply deprived than people without disability. Our analysis also reveals that women 
with disability experience both material and non-material poverty, and these experiences of poverty are not  
the same as those experienced by men with disability.

The IDM reveals that women with disability bear high levels of responsibility, and its associated burdens. For 
example, 22.2 per cent of women with a disability reported that they were responsible for collecting water for 
their household, compared to 15.3 per cent of men with a disability. Women and men with disability also work 
long hours in paid work, and more hours in unpaid work compared to people without disability. 
 

MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY AND DISABILITY

TIME
DEPRIVATION



Our analysis consistently found that people in rural areas are more deprived than those in urban areas. Food 
deprivation and food insecurity were more widely reported in rural areas, while access to treated water and 
to sanitation was more limited. Polluting forms of energy, with associated health implications, were more 
commonly used in rural areas. Levels of education were lower in rural areas across all age groups and for both 
women and men.

The data from Pangkep reveals that women and men living on the Islands are especially deprived.

Women and men and living in the Islands were the most deprived across all education and health indicators. 
Respondents in the Islands were the most likely to have had no formal schooling, with almost 10 percent 
reporting this. Respondents in the Islands were also by far the least likely to have attended secondary school, 
high school and university. Indicators of writing and multiplication and division competency reveal gender gaps 
in the Islands where women are more deprived than men. Similarly, in regards to health, women and men in the 
Islands were significantly deprived across key indicators. 

Almost 40 percent of respondents in the Islands reported having one or more health problems, compared to 
26.3 percent of respondents in both the lowlands and mountains. Despite having the most reported health 
problems, women and men were the least likely to have accessed health care in the past 12 months, and were 
the most likely to report problems with the location of health care facilities accessed, the cleanliness of health 
care facilities and the availability of prescribed drugs. 

Furthermore, from the data on food, women and men in the Islands were the most deprived across all eight 
variables. The research showed that women in the Islands were more deprived across six of these variables.  
Over half of all men and women in the Islands were worried about running out of food because of lack  
of money or other resources. Men in the Islands were more likely to skip meals and to go a whole day  
without eating. 

RURAL AND URBAN DIFFERENCES IN MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY 

Despite the significant work burdens carried by people with disability, they are more likely to face food 
deprivation. Women and men with a disability were more likely to skip meals, to eat less (even when hungry), 
and to go without food for a whole day due to lack of money or other resources. Women with a disability were 
least likely to eat healthy, nutritious food and were most likely to worry about running out of food.   

Women with disability were more than twice as likely as those without a disability to report not using any 
sanitary products during their last menstrual period. Similarly, 11.6 per cent of women with disability reported 
experiencing stigma because of menstruation, compared to 7.2 per cent of women without disability.  
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DEPRIVATION 
(RURAL)

DEPRIVATION 
(ISLANDS)



 

The Individual Deprivation Measure Program is a partnership between The Australian National University and the 
International Women’s Development Agency, with funding from the Australian Government through the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Information at https://www.individualdeprivationmeasure.org
 
The authors would like to acknowledge the contributions and support of the members of the ANU-IDM Program 
team, particularly Janet Hunt, Mandy Yap, Masud Hasan, Helen Suich, Trang Pham, and Grace Lovell and to thank 
SurveyMETER for their work in the data collection process.

From June 2020, the research reported here will be taken forward under the name Individual Measure of 
Multidimensional Poverty (IMMP). The IMMP Program will be housed in the Poverty and Inequality Research Centre at 
the Crawford School of Public Policy, The Australian National University. Information at IMMP.crawford.anu.edu.au

For more information, contact immp.crawford@anu.edu.au

Contact Sharon Bessell at sharon.bessell@anu.edu.au

Sustainable Development Goal 1.2 aims to reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children 
of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions. SDG indicators for ending poverty and ensuring gender 
equality and women’s empowerment call for data that are disaggregated by sex, age, disability, and geographic 
location. The findings of the IDM study in Indonesia demonstrate the importance of assessing multidimensional 
poverty at the individual level, and in ways that are sensitive to gender. The results provide evidence to 
inform efforts to achieve both SDG1 and national poverty eradication objectives. Crucially, the results provide 
information to better support people living in poverty, and to improve the lives of women and men.
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FOR MORE DETAIL OF THE FINDINGS IN REGARD TO SPECIFIC SOCIAL 
GROUPS AND DIMENSIONS SEE RELATED BRIEFS:

SDG1: ENDING POVERTY IN ALL ITS FORMS EVERYWHERE

When taken together, the IDM findings reveal that the intersections of geographic location and gender compound 
the experience of poverty. The results demonstrate the value of individual measurement of multidimensional 
poverty. By adopting a multidimensional approach, the IDM provides a nuanced understanding of the nature and 
depth of poverty. Through assessment across all aspects of poverty, we see how deprivation in each impacts on 
individuals, and how multiple deprivations combine to create multidimensional poverty.

The focus on the individual, rather than on the household, provides for deep insight into the multidimensional 
poverty of different social groups, and can assist Indonesia to develop policy that is well targeted to be able 
to meet the Government’s National Medium Term Development Plan (RPJMN) targets and deliver on SDGs in 
relation to women, people with disability, and isolated and left behind areas. 

UNDERSTANDING MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY FOR BETTER POLICY 

https://www.individualdeprivationmeasure.org
http://IMMP.crawford.anu.edu.au

